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But character cannot be built with mortar and stone. It cannot
be built by hands other than your own. The Principal and the
Professors cannot give you character from the pages of books.
Character-building comes from their very lives and really
speaking, it must come from within yourselves.
As I was studying Christianity, Hinduism and other great
faiths of the world, I saw that there was a fundamental unity
moving amidst the endless variety that we see in all religions,
viz., Truth and Innocence. You must take the word ' Innocence '
literally, that is, to mean non-killing" and non-violence, and if
you, boys, will take your stand defiantly always on Truth and
Innocence, you will feel that you have built on solid foundation.
I am grateful for the generous purse you have presented
to me. It is meant for finding work for the starving millions
of India. These consist of Hindus, Mussulmans and Christians.
Therefore you have, by giving me this donation, established a
link between these starving millions and yourselves, and in
doing so you have done a thing which is pleasing to God. It
will be a very feeble link if you do not know the purpose for
which this is going to be used. These moneys are utilized for
finding work among men and women for the production of cloth
like that you find on my person. But all this money will be
useless if you cannot find the people to wear khadi so manu-
factured.
It is possible now for us to satisfy every taste and fashion.
If you will forge a lasting and continuing link with the masses
of India you will henceforth clothe yourselves in khadi.
Gandhiji in Ceylon, pp. 88-90.